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COUNTY COUNCIL – 25 November  2020
PUBLIC QUESTIONS 

1. Questioner’s name: Steve Gower Respondent’s name: Cllr Kathy Williams

Could county council please respond with an answer to the following 
question.

As the City council did not have an answer.

FOI request

 Can you inform me of the total figure of individuals who have 
attempted suicide and self harm whilst in hotels provided for the 
homeless in Gloucester from March 2020- present day please

A. Having consulted colleagues in Housing, I can confirm that the 
Council does not hold this information.

We are aware of one case of self-harm and no suicide attempts.

2. Questioner’s name: Paul Ockelton Respondent’s name: Cllr Dave Norman

Would the Cabinet Member please give the cash figures for Library 
Provision, for Tewkesbury Borough, from section 106, 2011 to 
2020?

Financial year:-
2011-2012 = 0
2012-2013 = £49,207
2013-2014 = £46,639
2014-2015 = £18,788
2015-2016 = £56,936
2016-2017 = £193,782
2017-2018 = £78,272
2018-2019 = £51,397
2019-2020 = £100,604



2

2020-2021 = £13,529
Total received = £609,154

3. Questioner’s name: Paul Ockelton Respondent’s name: Cllr Dave Norman/

What proportion of that is Staffing costs in relation to section 106 

funding?
None.

4. Questioner’s name: Beccy MacDonald-Lofts Respondent’s name: Cllr Richard Boyles
Gloucestershire parents are in need of support from the council. 
Those of us who, for whatever reason, have been accessing early 
years childcare (nursery) for their children in Wales are now finding 
that they are being discriminated against as regards funding 
support. As a parent, eligible for the 30 hours free childcare funding 
through Gloucestershire CC, once my child turned 3 years of age I 
expected no issues with accessing my funding to support my child 
at her nursery in a Welsh (Monmouthshire) setting. To my surprise, 
the code I have been provided with my HMRC is apparently not able 
to be used across the border, despite there being no issues for 
Welsh parents accessing English childcare provision. I have been 
ongoing with this battle for months and need your support. It is 
unfair, discriminatory and creates inequality. The financial pressure 
it adds creates unnecessary stress, particularly with the added 
pressures that we are all facing in this pandemic. It may seem 
simple to move our children from one nursery to another, but why 
should they be treated in this way. I have not moved my child to an 
English setting as we work, and have family support, in Monmouth 
so it would create logistical difficulties having her based in England, 
plus she has attended the nursery since she was 6 months old and 
it would not be beneficial to her wellbeing to move her. I hope that 
the council will find some way of changing this discriminatory 
practice and ensure Gloucestershire parents are treated fairly and 
equally compared to those across the border.

I appreciate how frustrating this issue is.

The Department for Education (DfE) provides the council with 
funding for early years. We have to follow their rules, which state 
we cannot use this to fund Welsh placements.

We have escalated this anomaly with the DfE and asked for a 
review of the funding model, and I have drawn it to the attention of 
the local MP. 

We have a range of good childcare providers in the county to meet 
the needs of all children but I appreciate some families will have 
their own personal reasons for choosing a Welsh provider. I have 
asked officers to review our local approach to see if we can identify 
other funding to support these placements in lieu of any national 
changes.  
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5. Questioner’s name: Sebastian Field Respondent’s name: Cllr Vernon Smith

The road surface at Scott Avenue, Podsmead has further 
deteriorated in recent months. I have reported potholes along there 
and they have been fixed, and fixed again. Part of the problem 
seems to be filling the potholes when they still contain water - the 
filling doesn’t hold. The main problem though is that it has become a 
patchwork of fills and isn’t lasting anymore. Can you confirm: a) that 
the practice of filling in potholes when still full of water will be looked 
into and b) that Scott Avenue has now reached the threshold to 
merit a proper resurface. 

We often need to fill potholes when the weather is bad – that’s an 
inevitable part of delivering our commitment to fix serious problems 
with 24 hours.  As the questioner suggests, the best long term fix is 
resurfacing, which is why we launched our £150m resurfacing 
project.

6. Questioner’s name: Sebastian Field Respondent’s name: Cllr Vernon Smith

To ask Highways how they are getting on with the Blackbridge 
project in Podsmead, specifically the highways advice received? 
This is an important project for the Podsmead community and all 
parties want to ensure it progresses on schedule.

The Blackbridge Community Sports Hub project is subject to pre 
application discussions which by their nature are confidential. 
However we are actively engaging in discussion and detailed 
comments were provided to the applicants representatives on 12th 
November 2020. We will continue to assist as we can.

7. Questioner’s name: Chloe Turner Respondent’s name: Cllr Nigel Moor

Following the government’s recent decision on the latest tranche of 
Emergency Active Travel Funding allocated to the county, will any of 
the £864,750 received be allocated to Stroud District? If not, is there 
any way that money can be found to progress the Stroud town 
centre active travel projects outlined in the bid, in particular the 
proposed Golden Valley scheme to improve cycling access to 
Stroud from the east?

I expect the DfT funding to be focused on the Gloucester-
Cheltenham cycle route – which will help us provide the biggest 
environmental and transport benefits for the available funding.  I 
am really keen to take forward other cycle schemes and money is 
available.  Council officers met with the MP for Stroud and other 
last month to discuss cycling in the district and how the council can 
help support it.



4

8. Questioner’s name: Declan Wilson Respondent’s name: Cllr Dave Norman

In October an investigation by the BBC found that there were just 11 
employees from ethnic minority backgrounds among the 365 
firefighters staffed in Gloucestershire Fire and Rescue. 

Retired firefighters have come forward to accuse the Service of 
being “institutionally racist” pointing out that racism in the 
organisation is “systemic” and “archaic” going all the way back to 
the 1980s. 

1. What actions are GFRS taking to ensure that this culture of 
discrimination and racism is dealt with and eradicated from 
the organisation? 

2. Given that these issues have been known about for years, 
why has it taken us so long to do anything about it? 

If a member from one of the Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic 
communities were to join the service today, what assurances can 
you give them that they will be treated as equals with regards to 
fairness, respect, and career progression?

I was really concerned by the BBC reporting – and it will be fully 
addressed. Some of these issues date back many years, and 
deep-seated cultures take time to address – but I am determined 
this will be sorted.

GFRS is working hard to develop a more inclusive culture; rooting 
out and tackling our mainly, but not exclusively, cultural issues and 
the impact they have on those who suffer at the hands of the 
ignorant few.

Inclusion and positive cultures are a key focus for the Fire and 
Rescue Sector as reported in individual HMICFRS reports and the 
State of Fire annual report.  This is something we are determined 
to get right in Gloucestershire.

We have completed Values Workshops with all teams, during 
which they established their own commitments to uphold the 
values.  We have reviewed and introduced a new staff engagement 
group to focus on equality, diversity and inclusion (EDI).  We are 
working with the People Director on the GCC Organisational 
Development (OD) strategy and have the support of a dedicated 
EDI business partner who is part of the GCC OD team.  This 
includes the introduction of a reverse mentoring scheme.
We are an active part of the Gloucestershire, Warwickshire and 
Thames Valley Fire and Rescue Services EDI collaboration. 
Through this collaboration, we have engaged in and hosted 
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inclusion events, shared materials and are in the latter stages of 
finalising an agreement to part fund a joint post to continue to 
support this important work.
I am working with the LGA’s Inclusive Fire Service Group and the 
CFO is the GCC Director Champion of the Black Workers Network 
Employee.

9. Questioner’s name: Kate Worthington-Short Respondent’s name: Cllr Nigel Moor 

My son catches the 61 bus to school in Stroud from Chalford Hill. As 
you may be aware this goes to and returns from Pagan Hill via Vue 
cinema.  However the bus no longer comes back to Chalford Hill on 
the return journey, it misses out the whole Abnash, Old 
Neighbourhood, Burcombe, Middle Hill section.  So my son is 
having to walk nearly a mile from Frith or the top of Old 
Neighborhood home in the dark.  Much of the route has no 
pavements and with the recent issues around child safety in Stroud 
this is very worrying.

There are 2 buses during the afternoon that follow this route 
meaning you cannot leave the hill by public transport for 3 hours in 
the afternoon, nor can you get a bus here.
I raised this on a local FB notice board and have had many 
responses including from people who have been waiting for a bus 
that never comes, elderly residents who are stranded etc.
The bus drivers have said that it's something to do with having to go 
to TK or there not being the demand or there not being enough 
time.  However occasionally the bus does do this route (I would 
estimate once every week or 2 a driver will do the Middle hill loop) 
and the driver says they have the option to do it if they have time?!.  
This is information gleaned from my 12 yr old son who asks the 
driver every day if they will come to middle hill and has had a variety 
of responses.  I am very grateful to these drivers.

I’m really sorry to hear about the difficulties you’ve been having. 
The 61 bus service is commercial, which means the council doesn’t 
subsidise it, and consequently can’t direct changes to the timetable 
or route.  Nonetheless, we’ve a good relationship with Stagecoach, 
and I’ve asked council staff to raise your concerns with them as a 
matter of urgency. 
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Anyway, given the SDC commitment to promoting alternatives to car 
use due to the climate emergency plus the real issue of the safety of 
children and young people and the needs of the older residents of 
Chalford Hill, I was hoping SDC would be able to have some 
influence ?

I have tried contacting them via email, messenger and their 
feedback system online but they don't respond.

10. Questioner’s name: Jan Mallett Respondent’s name: Cllr Nigel Moor

I am asking these questions on behalf of Teddington & Alstone A46 
Advisory Group. We were set-up following concerns raised by 
residents about proposals to expand and/or realign the A46 near 
Teddington Hands and the impact these proposals would have on 
our villages. These questions are in respect of the GCC M5 J9 & 
A46 (Ashchurch) Transport Scheme.
How are the design team's proposals and the decisions made about 
the scheme to be scrutinised, from an environmental, economic and 
financial viewpoint? How can we raise questions in this respect as, 
as far as we are aware, the Scrutiny Committees do not accept 
public questions?

The environmental, economic and financial aspects of the scheme 
will be submitted to the Department for Transport as part of the 
business case process and will be assessed by Government.  

Information will also be available for public scrutiny and comment 
at future non-statutory and statutory consultations, and through the 
planning application process.  

11. Questioner’s name: Jan Mallett Respondent’s name: Cllr Nigel Moor

What are the differences in economic benefits  to the Tewkesbury 
area between a dual carriageway and a single carriageway solution 
(4 lanes as opposed to 2), bearing in mind the present A46 will 
remain open to local traffic? We appreciate that without a known 
route, exact figures may not be possible but we would appreciate 
'ball-park' figures to justify the rationale for this level of road/capacity 
expansion.

There are no economic benefits data available at this stage, but it 
will be published in the future.

The economic benefits of a range of junction and carriageway 
proposals will be assessed by the DfT, to ensure that value for 
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money, safety and capacity improvements are all achieved.

12. Questioner’s name: Jan Mallett Respondent’s name: Cllr Nigel Moor 

The GCC website states that the public consultation planned for 
early next year, will be on the route options only. Why is the scope 
of the consultation not wider to include  the business case rationale, 
environmental impact and carbon footprint for each option?

The technical information to support the public consultation is still 
being developed and will be set out clearly within the future 
consultation material.

13. Questioner’s name: Alan Mossman Respondent’s name: Cllr Nigel Moor

Recent research for the Department for Transport (Kantar DfT 2020 
Public-Opinion-Survey-on-Traffic-and-Road-Use-Phase-1-
Report.pdf) shows that actions taken by other councils to increase 
road safety, improve air quality, reduce traffic congestion and 
reduce traffic noise were all supported by 75% or more of the 
respondents.  Two thirds of respondents supported reallocating road 
space to pedestrians and cyclists across towns and cities in 
England and in their local neighbourhoods.  The prime Minister is 
reported to be keen on promoting walking, cycling and public 
transport.  Building new roads or increasing road space on existing 
ones will not improve air quality, reduce traffic congestion or reduce 
traffic noise.

a.    What resources (time, money) is Gloucestershire CC 
currently putting towards examining how reallocating 
road space to pedestrians and cyclists to make it safer 
and more convenient for people to walk and cycle on 
local  and on longer journeys

Over the past year we have been consulting on our draft Local 
Transport Plan (LTP) and on Local Cycling and Walking 
Infrastructure Plans (LCWIPs). The draft LTP includes targets to 
increase walking and cycling and enable us to deliver against 
commitments we have made in our air quality and climate change 
strategies.

As part of the LTP and LCWIP development process we have been 
engaging with local stakeholders to identify and prioritise the 
development of safer and more convenient walking and cycling 
routes. This ongoing process allows us to tap into the knowledge of 
local communities and design locally appropriate schemes. 

This year we have also been able to secure £1.2million from the 
government’s Emergency Active Travel Fund to support the 
delivery of walking and cycling improvements in support of the 
Covid recovery. These include reallocating road space to enable 
pedestrians on busy shopping streets to socially distance and 
building high quality cycle lanes on London Road, Gloucester, to 



8

enable people to cycle.

Our annual highways capital programme sets out in more detail our 
expenditure on road safety, cycling, walking and major schemes 
which include infrastructure to tackle congestion and improve air 
quality.

14. Questioner’s name: Alan Mossman Respondent’s name: Cllr Nigel Moor

LTNs for all? [1] is a recent research study of Low Traffic 
Neighbourhoods (LTN) in London.  An LTN is a group of residential 
streets where temporary or permanent measures restrict the 
passage of through motor traffic.  People walking, cycling, or using 
wheelchairs or mobility scooters can travel through the restrictions, 
as often can emergency vehicles (where for instance lockable 
bollards are used). Motor vehicles can still access all addresses 
within the area, including for deliveries and parking. Whilst they 
especially serve those living within the LTN itself, these new 
walkable and cyclable areas contribute to enlarging and 
complementing the available active travel network for other local 
residents. 

a.    What plans do Gloucestershire CC have to support LTNs in 
Cheltenham and Gloucester and in larger towns across the 
county.

b.    How will the county council support local communities to 
develop their own plans for an LTN to make local streets safer for 
people, for people on foot, in wheelchairs, on bikes, scooters, 
mobility scooters and the like while allowing safe passage for 

Please also refer to my earlier response. 

We do not have a specific budget for LTNs in our current highways 
capital programme however we will keep this under review. In the 
course of improving walking, cycling and road safety in residential 
areas we will be seeking to apply the design principles behind 
LTN’s where appropriate and subject to schemes having local 
support. 
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emergency vehicles and allowing delivery vehicles to reach all 
addresses.

c.     What budget is the Council proposing to allocate to the 
collaborative design of LTNs with communities across the county 
to help increase road safety, improve air quality, reduce traffic 
congestion and reduce traffic noise.

d.    What budget is the Council proposing to allocate to the 
delivery of LTNs across the county to help increase road safety, 
improve air quality, reduce traffic congestion and reduce traffic 
noise.


